
EXCEPTION CHECKLIST FOR BIA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSIONS 

Project: Macy Roundabout Intersection Highway 75 & Main Street  Date: 5/15/2023  
 

Nature of Proposed Action:  This project would consist of intersection improvements that include 
shoulder widening, and a highway interchange project (roundabout construction) at Hwy 75 and Main 
Street, Macy, NE. The project is on the Omaha Tribe of Nebraska’s approved Tribal Transportation 
Implementation Plan (TTIP) with BIA/Federal Highway. All project activities are confined within 
Section 24 & 25, T25N R9E, 6th P.M. Thurston County, NE. (Please see the attached backup 
documentation for additional project detail.) 

 

Exclusion category and number: 516 DM 10.5 L(3)  
 

Evaluation of Exceptions to use of Categorical Exclusion: 
 

1. This action would have significant adverse 
effects on public health or safety. 

 
No   X  

 
Yes  

2. This action would have an adverse effect 
on unique geographical features, such as 
wetlands, wild or scenic rivers, refuges, 
floodplains, rivers placed on nationwide 
river inventory, or prime or unique farmlands. 

 
 
 
 

No   X  

 
 
 
 
Yes  

3. The action will have highly controversial 
environmental effects. 

 
No   X  

 
Yes  

4. The action will have highly uncertain 
environmental effects or involve unique or 
unknown environmental risks. 

 
 

No   X  

 
 
Yes  

5. This action will establish a precedent 
for future actions. 

 
No   X  

 
Yes  

6. This action is related to other actions with 
individually insignificant, but cumulatively 
significant environmental effects. 

 
 

No  X  

 
 

Yes  

7. This action will affect properties listed or 
eligible for listing in the National Register 
of Historic Places. 

 
 

No   X  

 
 

Yes  

8. This action will affect a species listed, or 
proposed to be listed as endangered or 
threatened. 

 
 

No   X  

 
 

Yes  

9. This action threatens to violate federal, state, 
local or tribal law or requirements imposed for 
protection of the environment. 

 
 

No   X  

 
 
Yes  
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10. This action will have a disproportionately 
high and adverse effect on low income or 
minority populations. 

 
 

No   X  

 
 

Yes  

11. This action will limit access to, and 
ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on 
federal lands by Indian religious 
practitioners, or significantly adversely 
affect the physical integrity of such 
sacred sites. 

 
 
 
 
 

No   X  

 
 
 
 
 
Yes  

12. This action will contribute to the 
introduction, continued existence, or 
spread of noxious weeds or non-native 
invasive species known to occur in the 
area, or may promote the introduction, 
growth, or expansion of the range of such 
species. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

No   X  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Yes  

 

A “yes” to any of the above exceptions will require that an EA be prepared. 
 
 

NEPA Action - - - CE   X EA   
 
 

Preparer’s Name and Title: Christie Bradford, Environmental Protection Specialist  
 

Regional Archeologist Concurrence with Item 7 
Digitally signed by SEBASTIAN LEBEAU 
Date:_2023.05.18 11:53:56 -05'00' 

 

 
 

Concur: 
 

Date: 5-18-2023  
Regional Office/Agency Environmental Coordinator 

 
 

Concur: 
 
 
Regional Director/Superintendent 

Date: 5.18.23  

MARK HERMAN Digitally signed by MARK HERMAN 
Date: 2023.05.18 12:13:33 -05'00' 

GREGG BOURLAND Digitally signed by GREGG BOURLAND 
Date: 2023.05.18 15:36:16 -05'00' 

SEBASTIAN LEBEAU 



Documentation of
Section 7 consultation for Endangered Species Act 

Project Title: Macy Roundabout Intersection Highway 75 & Main Street 

Project Location (Legal description):  All project activities are confined within Section 24 & 25, T25N 
R9E, 6th P.M. Thurston County, NE 

Project: Macy Roundabout Intersection Highway 75 & Main Street
Reservation: Omaha 
County: Thurston State: NE

A list generated by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service accessed at: 
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/location/Y26DPHNHTJENZGYX5L762I4G5I/resources#endangered-species, 
resources on May 16, 2023, has the following species known to potentially occur in the county. 

Common Name    Scientific Name     Status
Pallid Sturgeon Scaphirhynchus albus Endangered 
Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered 
Piping Plover Charadrius melodus Threatened 

Based on a review of the federally listed species for the county, their biology and habitat 
requirements, evaluation of the proposed actions, and the project location, I have determined that the 
proposed project has no effect on listed threatened or endangered species or their habitat, and further 
determine that a biological assessment is not required.  

*See Attached Supplemental Information/Evaluation

Site visit was conducted (check if completed)

Other local technical experts consulted (check if completed)

This review /evaluation was conducted by: Regional Environmental Engineer 
Name Title 

Date 













 

 
 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
DECRM 
MC-208 

United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Great Plains Regional Office 
115 Fourth Avenue SE, Suite 400 
Aberdeen, South Dakota 57401 

 

5-17-2023 
 
 
 
 

Jarell Grant 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 
Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
Post Office Box 368 
Macy, Nebraska 68039 

 
Dear Mr. Grant: 

 
We have considered the potential effects on cultural resources for the Highway 77 Round-About, 
Highway 75 Round-About, Pedestrian Walkway Highway 75, in Thurston County, Nebraska. 
Approximately 20 acres and 409 meters of corridor area were intensively inventoried May 12, 
2023, using a pedestrian methodology. Potential surface disturbances are not expected to exceed 
the area depicted in the enclosed report. No historic properties were located that appear to 
possess the quality of integrity and meet at least one of the criteria (36 C.F.R. § 60.4) for 
inclusion on the National Register of Historic Places. No properties were located that appear to 
qualify for protection under the American Indian Religious Freedom Act (42 U.S.C. § 1996 
[1994]). 

 
As the surface management agency, and as provided for in 36 C.F.R. § 800.5 (2004), we have 
reached a determination of no historic properties affected for this undertaking based on the 
findings and recommendation of the Principal Investigator. It is recommended that Omaha 
Tribal Monitors be present during the construction phase of each of these projects. Catalogued 
as BIA Case Number AAO-4746/WN/2023, the proposed undertaking, location, and project 
dimensions are described in the following report: 

 
LeBeau, Sebastian C. II Ph.D. 
(2023) Class III Surface Reconnaissance Inventory Survey Highway 77 Round-About, Highway 

75 Round-About, Pedestrian Walkway Highway 75, Winnebago Agency, Omaha Tribe 
of Nebraska Reservation Thurston County, Nebraska. BIA Aberdeen, South Dakota. Ms. 
on file (AAO-4746/WN/2023) 

 
If your office concurs with this determination, consultation will be completed under the National 
Historic Preservation Act and its implementing regulations. We will adhere to the Standard 
Conditions of Compliance. 



Please do not hesitate to contact Dr. Sebastian C. LeBeau II, Regional Archaeologist, Division of 
Environment and Cultural Resource Management at (605) 226-7656, if you have any questions 
or need additional information. 

 

Sincerely, 

TIMOTHY 
LAPOINTE 

 
 
 

Digitally signed by 
TIMOTHY LAPOINTE 
Date: 2023.05.17 
13:42:11 -05'00' 

Regional Director 
 
 

Enclosure 
 
 

cc: Chairman, Omaha Tribe of Nebraska 
Superintendent, Winnebago Agency 
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