
Transportation 
Matters



Why We Love Colorado



Transportation Is The FoundationTransportation Is Key 



Growth Since 1990

Colorado Actual and Projected Growth: 1990–2035

Actual Projected



How Do We Pay for Transportation?



What’s the Current Gas Tax Worth?



Colorado’s Gas Tax vs. Other States



Sample Transportation Costs



FY2013 (in millions) $1.2 billion

$701 [63%] MAINTAIN What We Have

$186 [15%] Debt Service 

$209 [14%] Pass-Through Funds
  Multi-Modal Grants

 $64 [5%] DELIVERY of Programs
    & Administration 

 $33 [3%] MAXIMIZE What We Have

 $2.5 [<1%] EXPAND Capacity

15%

63%14%

3%

<1%

5%

Where Does the Money Go?

*Safety investments are included in every category



$9.88 State gas tax
$9.30 Federal gas tax
$6.71 Registration/FASTER Fees

Transportation & 
the Average Person

In One Month:
31 Hours in the car
1,011 Miles traveled
$25.89 Roads and Bridges 

 taxes & fees

The Herman Project :  A Case Study



http://ts2.mm.bing.net/images/thumbnail.aspx?q=4651248365340421id=53b700baadaf8a75b893db4729378dd7

Treadmill $1.80/mile     
Transportation 2.5₵/mile

Cell Phone $720/year     

Transportation $310/year

Netflix $7.99/month (17₵/min)
Transportation $25.89/month (1₵/min)

Haircut $18.00/month
Transportation $25.89/month

Herman’s Other Costs vs. Transportation

http://images.search.yahoo.com/images/view;_ylt=A2KJkPphhAdQkRMAk9yJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBlMTQ4cGxyBHNlYwNzcgRzbGsDaW1n?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=netflix&ei=UTF-8&fr=yfp-t-701&tab=organic&ri=3&w=320&h=320&imgurl=ckwebb.com/images/netflix.jpg&rurl=http://ckwebb.com/technology-and-internet/netflix-on-xbox-360-is-very-disappointing/&size=9.7+KB&name=Chris+Webb&


Transportation & 
the Rural Driver

In One Month:
50 Hours in the car

2,500 Miles traveled

$73.71 Roads and Bridges  
taxes & fees

The Herman Project :  A Case Study



Maintain the System

Four Areas of Need:

Rural Safety & Reliability

Need Area Additional Cost

Maintain the System $157 million/ year

Need Area Additional Cost

Rural Safety and 
Reliability

$100 million/ year



Four Areas of Need:

Interregional Transit & 
Improved Modal Options

Need Area Additional Cost

Interregional Transit $15 million / year

Need Area Additional Cost

Address Congestion $500 million / year

Address Congestion

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/8/87/May08_035.JPG/250px-May08_035.JPG

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:May08_035.JPG


Project Updates

Responsible Acceleration of Maintenance and Partnerships (RAMP)

New Practice
Funding multi-year projects based on year of 
expenditure vs. saving up and then spending down. 
Looks at all projects as a whole vs.  individual silos.  

Current Practice
Project does not go to ad until all money is “in the bank”

Acceleration of Existing Funds &
Project Selection

• Will take advantage of existing dollars
• Funds will be accelerated to immediate maintenance 

needs and partnerships.
• Up to $300/million a year over a five year period will be 

available. 



Improved Transparency & Accountability

http://dtdapps.coloradodot.info/Otis/YCD

• Location, budget, expected 
construction dates, and primary 
funding source for every CDOT 
project currently underway in 
the state

• Can sort by primary funding 
source (e.g. FASTER Safety)

“YourCDOTdollar.com”



Improved Transparency & Accountability

Find out how much you pay at “YourCDOTdollar.com”



Pay Some Now, 
or Much More Later 

Investing today helps 
take care of our 

infrastructure for 
our future.

We’re facing hard choices



Questions? 
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