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Background & Purpose  

The Exhibit ‘A’ is an inventory of parcels that make up dedicated airport property. The Exhibit ‘A’ 

indicates how the land was acquired, the funding source for the land, and if the land was conveyed as 

Federal surplus land or Government Property. All land shown on an Exhibit ‘A’ constitutes the airport 

property federally obligated for compliance under the terms and covenants of a grant agreement. The 

preparation of an updated Exhibit ‘A’ for the Mercer County Regional Airport (HZE) was triggered by 

the Airport Master Plan Study funded under AIP 3-38-0075-021-2023.   

The Airport Sponsor is responsible for submitting the Exhibit ‘A’ Airport Property Inventory Maps 

(Exhibit ‘A’) to the FAA and revising it when necessary. Triggers for an updated Exhibit ‘A’ may include 

but are not limited to new airport land acquisition, land release, concurrent use agreements, or an 

Airport Master Plan study. 

This document provides a summary of the research process and results. Additional information on 

property boundaries and background information is found in the Exhibit ‘A’ supporting documentation. 

Research 

A property Abstract of Title was completed by Mercer County Abstract Company, Inc. for several 

parcels within and surrounding airport property. The date of the property research was November 6, 

2023 for the following Mercer County Sections of Township 144 North, Range 86 West of the 5th 

Principal Meridian: 

• South Half of Section 9 

• Northwest Quarter and East Half of Section 16 

• East Half of Section 21 

• West Half of Section 22 

Existing Airport Fee & Easement Interests 

The Mercer County Regional Airport Authority owns 371.21 acres of property in Fee Simple interest for 

use as the Mercer County Regional Airport. Original airport property was acquired in 1983 with the 

most recent acquisitions occurring in 1993. 

The Mercer County Regional Airport Authority controls another 16.75 acres of property in Clear Zone 

Easement. Restrictions include no above-ground objects, assembly of persons, or buildings/structures. 

Allowable uses include crops and temporary farm machinery.  

The Mercer County Regional Airport Authority also controls 4.26 acres for roadway maintenance on the 

west side of the airport. 

Future Airport Fee & Easement Interests  

In order for the Mercer County Regional Airport Authority to operate the Mercer County Regional 

Airport as it exists, and in the airport’s ultimate configuration, it must maintain control of certain 

property interests.  The Mercer County Regional Airport Authority currently controls all property 

interests necessary to maintain control of the airport within FAA guidelines.   

For the ultimate development of the Mercer County Regional Airport, it will be necessary to obtain 

certain avigation easements for the runway protection zones for the crosswind turf runway along with 

implementing a ¾ Mile approach surface for Runway 15-33. 
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Transfers  

No property designated for aeronautical use has been released or sold at the Mercer County Regional 

Airport.  

Encumbrances  

Encumbrance - An encumbrance is a claim against a property by a party that is not the owner. An 

encumbrance can impact the use of real or personal property and in some cases restrict the free use 

until the encumbrance is lifted. There are several types of encumbrances that are often encountered 

at airports.  These are as follows: 

Easement - An easement refers to a party's right to use or improve portions of another party's 

property, or to prevent the owner from using or improving the property in certain ways.  

Easements for utilities are one of the most common types of easements. {For airports, any and 

all easements are included whether they are recorded or unrecorded} 

Lease - A lease is an agreement to rent a property for an agreed-upon rate and period of time. 

It is a form of encumbrance because the lessor does not give up title to the property, but his or 

her use of the property is significantly constrained by the lease agreement. 

Recorded encumbrances are those that are filed in records with Mercer County.  Statutory easements 

such as section line rights of way are included in this section as well.  

The title research was not specifically targeted to determine the existing rights related to mineral 

interests, however there was a large volume of records showing the retainment and transfer of mineral 

interests particularly through deeds and inheritance records.  It appears there may be mineral interests 

owned by a wide range of descendants that may or may not affect existing airport property.  There was 

no record found whether these rights have been subrogated to the Mercer County Regional Airport 

Authority.  In several parts of North Dakota these mineral interests for subsurface minerals such as oil 

and gas can coexist with surface interests.  However, in the area of Mercer County, the interest can lie 

in lignite coal which is mined at the surface.  The Airport Authority should consult with legal counsel 

and the Federal Aviation Administration to determine what if any action should be taken for any 

mineral interests that may exist. 

Unrecorded encumbrances are those that exist but are not recorded with Mercer County.  These can 

include utility service lines, access rights, or long-term leases based on actions by the Mercer County 

Regional Airport Authority but are not otherwise recorded with Mercer County. These features may 

have been present prior to airport development or may have occurred after the airport was 

constructed. There were no unrecorded encumbrances found in discussions with the airport staff.  



 

Mercer County Regional Airport  October 2024 
Exhibit A – Recordation & Encumbrance Booklet   1-1

  

Parcel 1 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 1 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 2 and 3 for the purpose of establishing the original 

airport and a runway with a northwest to southeast alignment.  The property was acquired in 1983 and 

later transferred from the Hazen Airport Authority to the Mercer County Regional Airport Authority in 

1992. 

Property Record 

MCD 148774 Warranty Deed 

MCD 149702 Warranty Deed 

Encumbrances 

MCD 168998 ELE-RE-001 OMEC 
MCD 209481 ELE-RE-002 OMEC 
MCD 209488 ELE-RE-004 OMEC 
MCD 118748 TEL-RE-001 WRTC 
MCD 155123 TEL-RE-002 WRTC 
MCD 201675 WTR-RE-003 SWA 
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Parcel 2 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 2 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 1 and 3 for the purpose of establishing the 

original airport and a runway with a northwest to southeast alignment.  The property was 

acquired in 1983 and later transferred from the Hazen Airport Authority to the Mercer County 

Regional Airport Authority in 1992. 

Property Record 

MCD 148774 Warranty Deed (see Parcel 1) 

MCD 149702 Warranty Deed (see Parcel 1) 

Encumbrances 

MCD 168998 ELE-RE-001 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 209481 ELE-RE-002 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 209488 ELE-RE-004 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 118748 TEL-RE-001 WRTC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 155123 TEL-RE-002 WRTC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 201675 WTR-RE-003 SWA (see Parcel 1) 
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Parcel 3 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 3 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 1 and 2 for the purpose of establishing the 

original airport and a runway with a northwest to southeast alignment.  The property was 

acquired in 1983 and later transferred from the Hazen Airport Authority to the Mercer County 

Regional Airport Authority in 1992.  Note in the image below that there is Parcel 3 and an 

area identified as 3*.  The 3* area was acquired in 1983 as a part of Parcel 3 but was later 

included in the acquisition of Parcel 14 to the south that was acquired in 1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 148774 Warranty Deed (see Parcel 1) 

MCD 149702 Warranty Deed (see Parcel 1) 

Encumbrances 

MCD 168998 ELE-RE-001 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 209481 ELE-RE-002 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 

MCD 209487 ELE-RE-003 OMEC 
MCD 201675 WTR-RE-003 SWA (see Parcel 1) 
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Parcel 4 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 4 was acquired in 1987 for the original airport for the southern end of the runway with 

a northwest to southeast alignment.  The property was later transferred from the Hazen 

Airport Authority to the Mercer County Regional Airport Authority in 1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 138687 Warranty Deed 

MCD 151060 Warranty Deed 

Encumbrances 

MCD 209489 ELE-RE-005 OMEC 
MCD 155123 TEL-RE-002 WRTC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 201675 WTR-RE-003 SWA (see Parcel 1) 
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Parcel 5 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 5 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 6, 8, 9, and 10 for the purpose of securing 

an easement for the runway protection zone and approaches for the north end of a new 

runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  The property was acquired in 

1992. 

Property Record 

MCD 150410 Avigation Easement 

 

Encumbrances 

Not Applicable 
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Parcel 6 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 6 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 5, 8, 9, and 10 for the purpose of securing 

an easement for the runway protection zone and approaches for the north end of a new 

runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  The property was acquired in 

1992. 

Property Record 

MCD 150530 Avigation Easement 

 

Encumbrances 

Not Applicable 

 

 

  



6-2



6-3



 

Mercer County Regional Airport  October 2024 
Exhibit A – Recordation & Encumbrance Booklet   7-1

  

Parcel 7 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 7 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 13, 14, 15, 16, and 17 for the purpose of a 

new runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  Parcels 7 and 17 were 

primarily for the purpose of securing sufficient property for an eventual extension of the 

runway to the south. The property was acquired in 1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 150411 Warranty Deed 

 

Encumbrances 

none 
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Parcel 8 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 8 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 5, 6, 9, and 10 for the purpose of securing 

an easement for the runway protection zone and approaches for the north end of a new 

runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  The property was acquired in 

1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 151375 Avigational Easement 

 

Encumbrances 

Not Applicable 

 

 

  



8-2



8-3



 

Mercer County Regional Airport  October 2024 
Exhibit A – Recordation & Encumbrance Booklet   9-1

  

Parcel 9 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 9 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 5, 6, 8, and 10 for the purpose of securing 

an easement for the runway protection zone and approaches for the north end of a new 

runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  The property was acquired in 

1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 150833 Clear Zone Easement 

 

Encumbrances 

Not Applicable 
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Parcel 10 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 10 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 5, 6, 8, and 9 for the purpose of securing 

an easement for the runway protection zone and approaches for the north end of a new 

runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  The property was acquired in 

1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 150833 Clear Zone Easement (see Parcel 9) 

 

Encumbrances 

Not Applicable 
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Parcel 11 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 11 was acquired as a right of way easement from the same property owner for Parcel 

15.  Parcels 18 and 19 were also acquired at the same time from the same property owner for 

the purpose of establishing a road with right of way on the west side of the airport.  The 

property was acquired in 1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 151002 ROW Easement 

 

Encumbrances 

Not Applicable 
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Parcel 12 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 12 was acquired in 1993 at the same time as the new runway with a north=northwest 

to south-southeast alignment was added.  Parcel 12 was added as an uneconomic farming 

remnant and to allow the airport to expand hangar areas if it were ever necessary. 

Property Record 

MCD 150725 Warranty Deed 

 

Encumbrances 

MCD 168998 ELE-RE-001 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 209481 ELE-RE-002 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 209488 ELE-RE-004 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 118748 TEL-RE-001 WRTC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 155123 TEL-RE-002 WRTC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 201675 WTR-RE-003 SWA (see Parcel 1) 
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Parcel 13 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 13 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 7, 14, 15, 16, and 17 for the purpose of a 

new runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  The property was acquired 

in 1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 150725 Warranty Deed (see Parcel 12) 

 

Encumbrances 

MCD 209481 ELE-RE-002 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 209488 ELE-RE-004 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 118748 TEL-RE-001 WRTC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 155123 TEL-RE-002 WRTC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 201675 WTR-RE-003 SWA (see Parcel 1) 
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Parcel 14 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 14 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 7, 13, 15, 16, and 17 for the purpose of a 

new runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  The property was acquired 

in 1993.  Note that the image below shows Parcel 3 and an area identified as 3* to the north 

of Parcel 14.  The 3* area was acquired in 1983 as a part of Parcel 3 but was later included in 

the acquisition of Parcel 14 that was acquired in 1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 150725 Warranty Deed (see Parcel 12) 

 

Encumbrances 

MCD 209481 ELE-RE-002 OMEC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 209487 ELE-RE-003 OMEC (see Parcel 3) 

MCD 184114 TEL-RE-003 WRTC 
MCD 201675 WTR-RE-003 SWA (see Parcel 1) 
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Parcel 15 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 15 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 7. 13, 14, 16, and 17 for the purpose of a 

new runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  Parcels 11, 18 and 19 were 

also acquired at the same time from the same property owner for the purpose of establishing 

a road with right of way on the west side of the airport.  The property was acquired in 1993.  

Later in 1993, Mercer County vacated the section lines adjacent to Parcels 15, 16, and 17 to 

allow for the runway development. 

Property Record 

MCD 151002 Warranty Deed (see Parcel 11) 

MCD 151784 Resolution Vacating Section Lines 

Encumbrances 

MCD 209489 ELE-RE-005 OMEC (see Parcel 4) 
MCD 155123 TEL-RE-002 WRTC (see Parcel 1) 
MCD 201675 WTR-RE-002 SWA (see Parcel 1) 

MCD 107442 WTR-RE-003 Fidelity 
MCD 126877 WTR-RE-001/003 Multiple 

MCD 134787 WTR-RE-001/003 MDU 
MCD 140193 WTR-RE-001/003 MDU 
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Parcel 16 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 16 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 7, 13, 14, 15, and 17 for the purpose of a 

new runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  The property was acquired 

in 1993. Later in 1993, Mercer County vacated the section lines adjacent to Parcels 15, 16, 

and 17 to allow for the runway development. 

Property Record 

MCD 151614 Warranty Deed 

MCD 151784 Resolution Vacating Section Lines (see Parcel 15) 

Encumbrances 

MCD 209539 ELE-RE-007 OMEC 
MCD 100986 MIN-RE-001 

MCD 101771 WTR-RE-003 Fidelity 
MCD 126877 WTR-RE-001/003 Multiple (see Parcel 15) 

MCD 134787 WTR-RE-001/003 MDU (see Parcel 15) 
MCD 140193 WTR-RE-001/003 MDU (see Parcel 15) 
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Parcel 17 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 17 was acquired at the same time as Parcels 7, 13, 14, 15, and 16 for the purpose of a 

new runway with a north-northwest to south-southeast alignment.  Parcels 7 and 17 were 

primarily for the purpose of securing sufficient property for an eventual extension of the 

runway to the south. The property was acquired in 1993. Later in 1993, Mercer County 

vacated the section lines adjacent to Parcels 15, 16, and 17 to allow for the runway 

development. 

Property Record 

MCD 151019 Warranty Deed 

MCD 151784 Resolution Vacating Section Lines (see Parcel 15) 

Encumbrances 

MCD 209538 ELE-RE-006 OMEC 
MCD 209539 ELE-RE-007 OMEC (see Parcel 16) 

MCD 101771 WTR-RE-001 Fidelity (see Parcel 16) 
MCD 126877 WTR-RE-001/003 Multiple (see Parcel 15) 

MCD 134787 WTR-RE-001/003 MDU (see Parcel 15) 
MCD 140193 WTR-RE-001/003 MDU (see Parcel 15) 
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Parcel 18 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 18 was acquired as a right of way easement from the same property owner for Parcel 

15.  Parcels 11 and 19 were also acquired at the same time from the same property owner for 

the purpose of establishing a road with right of way on the west side of the airport.  The 

property was acquired in 1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 151540 Right of Way Easement 

 

Encumbrances 

Not Applicable 
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Parcel 19 

Parcel Background 

Parcel 19 was acquired as a right of way easement from the same property owner for Parcel 

15.  Parcels 11 and 18 were also acquired at the same time from the same property owner for 

the purpose of establishing a road with right of way on the west side of the airport.  The 

property was acquired in 1993. 

Property Record 

MCD 151540 Right of Way Easement (see Parcel 18) 

 

Encumbrances 

Not Applicable 

 

 

 


